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This paper intends to provide recommendations on how to harmonize the syllabi of
teaching Amharic as a foreign language and establish an international testing center to
assure quality education that in turn maximizes Amharic usage in the international
community. Amharic, belonging to the Ethiosemitic language family is one of the few
languages that have their own writing system and the second most populous Semitic
language next to Arabic. Amharic has got a historic opportunity to be a language of wider
communication in Ethiopia. For many years, it has been playing a crucial role in political,
economic and social interactions in this linguistically, culturally, religiously, and ethnically
diversified country. Amharic is a language of literature, education, economic relations, and
media. It has been taught as a subject and as a medium of instruction. In Ethiopian higher
institutions, it has been taught as field of study to the doctoral level. This helps the
language to be a language of research and technology. Also, Amharic represents the
country on the international stage. This highlights why the language needs special
attention. The international diplomatic community gives emphasis to Amharic to
strengthen bilateral relationships with Ethiopia. For instance, various institutions across the
world, such as, SOAS University of London (England), University of Hamburg (Germany),
University of Vienna (Austria), INALCO (France), University of Warsaw (Poland), HSE
University (Russia), St. Petersburg University (Russia), Tel Aviv University (Israel), Howard
University (USA), Boston University (USA), Harvard University (USA), Florida University
(USA), University of California Berkley (USA), University of Pittsburg and Pennsylvania
University (USA) and Beijing Foreign Studies University (China) have been teaching Amharic
as a foreign language. However, there is no office (center) that administers placement and
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standard tests in the fore mentioned institutions. This has made the transfer of students
challenging. Moreover, despite the fact that such international institutions have a common
goal, that is, teaching Amharic for communicative purpose, the syllabi of teaching Amharic
as a foreign language have not yet been harmonized. Furthermore, the teaching of Amharic
as a foreign language still lacks organized teaching methods and high-quality teaching
materials which can improve students’ Amharic communicative skills and serve as basic
references across the international institutions. To address these gaps, we strongly
recommend the following. The syllabi of teaching Amharic as a foreign language should be
harmonized; high-quality Amharic teaching materials focusing on Amharic communicative
skills should be developed; modern language testing mechanism that can cover the six
language competency levels (A1, A2, B1, B2, C1, & C2) should be established. These tasks
should be executed at the level of an office integratedly with strong collaboration. Thus,
establishing a center for teaching-learning materials development and administering
testing is a must to assure quality education that in turn attains the goal of teaching
Ambharic as a foreign language.



