
ParaTexBib  
An ERC project dedicated to paratexts in Greek biblical manuscripts
Patrick Andrist, Martin Wallraff

Universität Hamburg _ 26.09.2016 _ COMST / CSMC : Looking back - Looking ahead

Va
t. 

gr
. 1

20
9 

–
« 

C
od

ex
 V

at
ic

an
us

 »



Paratexts in biblical manuscripts ‐ Hamburg / COMST ‐ 26.9.2016 ‐ P. Andrist

ParaTexBib: an ERC project (advanced grant) proposed by Martin Wallraff in 2013
(www.paratexbib.eu)



ParaTexBib: What is a paratext in a biblical manuscript? 

All contents in biblical manuscripts except the biblical text itself are a priori
paratexts

• “all contents”: texts, pictures, musical notations…

• “a priori”

• class 1: Manufacturers’ (Publishers) Paratexts 

o traditional paratexts (more or less mandatory)

o non traditional paratexts

• class 2: Post-manufacture (Post-publishing) Paratexts (for ex. Readers’ 
notes, owners’ notes…)
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ParaTexBib: various types of paratexts in codex Univ. Basel, AN iv 2 (Acts 1)



Editions
Studies
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1. Identify the 
paratexts in the 
manuscripts

2. Publish the most 
interesting part of 
them

3. Prepare an 
electronic clavis of 
the biblical paratexts

ParaTexBib: goals of the project
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Database

Editions
Studies

On‐line catalog

ParaTexBib: main functions of the database

links to e-manuscripts
(when possible)

eClavis



no new 
database
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ParaTexBib: initial core concept for the database



Common Back End  (IRHT+ PTB)
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ParaTexBib: current configuration

Principles:

- Same environment for the entry of data

- All data shared by the IRHT and ParaTexBib

- Much of the data entered by ParaTexBib is 
immediately visible in Pinakes

http://pinakes.irht.cnrs.fr/
Open access (CNRS / IRHT)



Back End  (IRHT+ PTB)
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PTB public user interface
(in preparation): all the data inputted by 
PTB is accessible in open access

StruViMan
(Structural Visualization of Medieval Manuscripts)
New graphic tool in preparation. Below: 4 gospels 
and some paratexts in a simple codex:

ParaTexBib: configuration in preparation

Pinakes http://pinakes.irht.cnrs.fr/
(CNRS / IRHT)



Pinakes
(IRHT Paris)

ePTB
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On-line manuscripts

CSNTM
(Plano, 
Texas)

NTVMR
(INTF 

Münster)

ParaTexBib: source of the data for the preliminary overviews (fasttracking). 
The goal is to view all gospel manuscripts up to the 16th C. and identify manuscripts with 
interesting paratexts

Specialised databases
(libraries)

(microfilms)

(catalogues)
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ParaTexBib: after fasttracking, the content of the manuscripts is summarised in 
their title



NTVMR
(INTF 

Münster)

Pinakes
(IRHT Paris)

ePTB
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ParaTexBib: creating data
All the pieces of contents in selected manuscripts are marked in VMR and automatically 
imported into Pinakes, where they are then precisely identified
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. . .

ParaTexBib: public screen in Pinakes after releasing a processed codex (beginning of 
the display)
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(next screen)

. . .
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(next screen)

. . .
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ParaTexBib: further reading:

Martin Wallraff/Patrick Andrist, 
Paratexts of the Bible. A New Research Project on the Greek Textual Transmission, 
Early Christianity 6 (2015), p. 237-243


