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2002 (founded): 2 major projects, 2 series, 1 
journal, 9 researchers/PhD students

2018: 3 major projects completed + 3 ongoing, 3 
series, 2 journals, 16 researchers/PhD students

2002-17: 20 guest scholars, 15 scholarship 
holders, 19 visiting professors

HLCES Overview:
https://www.aai.uni-hamburg.de/en/ethiostudies/

http://www1.uni-hamburg.de/ethiostudies/


HLCES Overview 2:
 Encyclopaedia Aethiopica (- 2014)

 Comparative Oriental Manuscript Studies

 Ethio-SPARE: Cultural Heritage of Christian Ethiopia. Salvation, 

Preservation, Research (- 2015)

 Corpus dei Manoscritti Copti Letterari

 TraCES: From Translation to Creation ….

 Schriftkultur des christlichen Äthiopiens und Eritreas: beta masaheft

Major projects

 Aethiopica (since 2013: with Supplement)

 Aethiopistische Forschungen

 Comparative Oriental Manuscript Studies Newsletter / Bulletin

 Corpus Scriptorum Christianorum Orientalium, Script. Aethiopici

 Orientalia biblica et cristiana

Journals and series



Comparative Oriental Manuscript
Studies (COMSt)

− European Science Foundation
− 2009-2014
− 13 Member Organizations
− Chair: Alessandro Bausi (Hamburg)
− Coordinator: Eugenia Sokolinski

(Hamburg)
− Major research network for manuscript 

studies

https://www.aai.uni-hamburg.de/en/comst/

https://www.aai.uni-hamburg.de/en/comst/


Comparative Oriental Manuscript
Studies (COMSt)

− 5 areas:  
− codicology, philology, cataloguing, 

conservation, eHumanities

− 10+ languages: 
− Arabic, Armenian, Georgian, Greek, 

Hebrew, Persian, Slavonic, Syriac, Turkish
− African: Ethiopic, Coptic, local in Arabic 

script (Ajami)

https://www.aai.uni-hamburg.de/en/comst/

https://www.aai.uni-hamburg.de/en/comst/


− COMSt Bulletin:  
− Online and print-on-demand

− COMSt Mailing List / network: 
− Affiliated to the Centre for the Study of 

Manuscript Cultures (Hamburg)

https://www.aai.uni-hamburg.de/en/comst/

https://www.aai.uni-hamburg.de/en/comst/


Ethio-SPARE: Cultural Heritage of
Christian Ethiopia. Salvation, 
Preservation, Research
− European Research Council
− 2009-2015
− PI: Dr. Denis Nosnitsin (Hamburg)
− Abreham Adugna (ET), Stéphane Ancel (FR), Vitagrazia Pisani (IT), 

Veronika Roth (DE), Magdalena Krzyzanowska (PL), Susanne 
Hummel (DE), Massimo Villa (IT)

https://www.aai.uni-
hamburg.de/en/ethiostudi
es/research/ethiospare/

https://www.aai.uni-hamburg.de/en/ethiostudies/research/ethiospare/


Ethio-SPARE: Cultural Heritage of
Christian Ethiopia. Salvation, 
Preservation, Research
− Main areas:
• manuscript studies
• text studies
• oral history
• exchange and education

− Outcomes: 
• Catalogues online
• Publication series (catalogues, proceedings, articles)
• Integrated into Beta masaheft

https://www.aai.uni-
hamburg.de/en/ethiostudi
es/research/ethiospare/

https://www.aai.uni-hamburg.de/en/ethiostudies/research/ethiospare/


TraCES: From Translation to Creation: Changes in 
Ethiopic Style and Lexicon from Late Antiquity to 
the Middle Ages

− Main areas:
• Language corpus
• Concordance
• Lexicon

− Outcomes: 
• Digital tools (annotator; lexicon)
• Annotated texts
• Studies to language history and grammar
• Partially integrated with Beta masaheft
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Corpus dei Manoscritti Copti
Letterari (CMCL)

− 1968 founded in Rome
− 1980 Online project of the Union Académique Internationale / 

Unione Accademica Nazionale (Rome)
− 2010/11  Hamburg
− PI: Tito Orlandi (Rome)



Corpus dei Manoscritti Copti
Letterari (CMCL)

− Christian Egyptian Culture (1-
12 cent.)

− Database on Coptic 
Literature (with Clavis 
Coptica)

− Bibliography
− Text editions
− Microfilms and images



Schriftkultur des christlichen Äthiopiens und Eritreas: eine
multimediale Forschungsumgebung (2016-2040)

− Online portal to the study of Ethiopian MSS heritage
− Catalogues
− Clavis
− Gazetteer
− Prosopography
− Text editions

− Interoperable with 
other projects

http://betamasaheft.eu



http://betamasaheft.eu



http://betamasaheft.eu

Bodleian Library, Bodleian Laud or. 204

Dillmann, C. F. A. 1848. Catalogus codicum
manuscriptorum Bibliothecae Bodleianae
Oxoniensis, Pars VII: Codices
Aethiopici (Oxonii: E Typographeo
Academico, 1848), page 35a.



Encyclopaedia Aethiopica



Encyclopaedia Aethiopica



Encyclopaedia Aethiopica



Corpus Scriptorum Christianorum
Orientalium (CSCO), Scr. Aeth.

− Since 1903 (Jean-Baptiste Chabot, Henri 
Hyvernat; jetzt Andrea Schmidt )

− Publisher: Peeters (Louvain)
− Syriac, Arabic, Coptic, Armenian, Georgian
− Ethiopic: since 1904 (Philosophi Abessini, 

Enno Littmann; since 2007: Alessandro 
Bausi)

− 634 volumes, with 111 Scriptores
Aethiopici



Aethiopica: International Journal of 
Ethiopian and Eritrean Studies
− Since 1998 (http://journals.sub.uni-

hamburg.de/aethiopica/)
− 20 issues; 7 monographic supplements
− Eds: Siegbert Uhlig (-2009), Alessandro Bausi

(2009-)
− Board: David Appleyard (London), Alessandro 

Gori (Copenhagen), Marilyn Heldman (Silver 
Spring), Olga Kapeliuk (Jerusalem), Alain 
Rouaud (Paris), Shiferaw Bekele (Addis 
Ababa), Rainer Voigt (Berlin)

http://journals.sub.uni-hamburg.de/aethiopica/


Aethiopistische Forschungen

− Since 1977
− 84 monographs by 2017
− Eds: Ernst Hammerschmidt (-1995), Siegbert

Uhlig (1995-), Alessandro Bausi (2010-)
− from the history of the book and the text to 

art history, from language studies to critical 
text editions, from theology to ethnography, 
from diplomatic history to modern literatures, 
from lexicographic and bibliographic studies 
to collections of papers on various topics



Orientalia biblica et christiana

− Since 1991
− 21 vols
− Eds: Ekkart Otto, Siegbert Uhlig, Alessandro 

Bausi (2009-)

− history, culture, religions, legal history, 
philologies, archaeology as well as Christian 
customs and literatures of Near East from 
Armenia to Ethiopia, from pre-Biblical times 
until modernity



Conferences and schools

− Up to 5 conferences and workshops a year
− Since 2016: yearly Summer School in 

Ethiopian and Eritrean Manuscript Studies



Hiob-Ludolf-Zentrum für Äthiopistik
Alsterterrasse 1, 20354 Hamburg
(+49)-40-42838-7777

https://www.aai.uni-hamburg.de/en/ethiostudies/
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