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I. Different type of ownership evidence  in 
Ethiopian manuscripts 
 

 
II. Issue of ownership and successive changes of 
owner 
 
 
III. The case of the library of Mäqdäla Mädḫane 
ˁAläm 



MMA-008: Missal (18th century) 

“This book is of our father Wäldä Sǝmˁon.” 

Fols. 121v-122r 

I. 



GKM-022: Missal (17th century) 

“This book is of fitawrari ˀAbbay, and his 
wife is Wälättä Mikaˀel, with his father 
Gäbrä ˀƎgziˀabǝḥer and with his mother 
Wälättä Śǝllase, and with his children 
Wäldä Śǝllase, Wälättä ˁAbiyä ˀƎgziˀ, 
Wälättä Täklä Haymanot, so that it might 
be for them the salvation of their souls, 
for ever and ever. Amen.” 

Fols. 60v-61r 

 I. 
 



KY-064: Missal (19th century) 

“This Missal is of (the church of) John 
the Baptist, which is Däbrä Betel 
Kwäkwälo <…> John the Baptist. He who 
steals it or erases (its text) shall be 
excommunicated…” 

Fols. 115v-116r 

I. 
 



AQG-009: Book of the Funeral Ritual (beginning of the 19th century) 

“This book, which was written at the time of 
däğğazmač Subagadəs, which qesä gäbäz Kəflä 
Giyorgis bought with the money of the church; and 
the name of the village is ˀAdd Qwälqwal...” 

Fols. 129v-130r 

 I. 



MY-010: Book of the Funeral Ritual (end of 19th century) 

Fols. 126v-127r 

 I. 



QSM-002: Book of the Rite of the Holy Week (2nd half of the 16th century) 

Fols. 36v-37r 

“commissioner Kәflä ˀIyäsus” 

 I. 



DDM-007: Vita of St. Kiros (end of the 19th century) 

Fols. 30v-31r 

I. 



NSM-002: Book of the Rite of the Holy Week (beginning of the 20th century)  

Fol. 1r 

I. 



MAKM-075:  Four Gospels (19th century) 

Fols. 158v-159r 

I. 



AMQ-001: Four Gospels (beginning of the 19th century) 

Fols. 222v-223r 

II. 



Owner/Donor 

Institution 

II. 



AMQ-001: Four Gospels (beginning of the 19th century) 

Fols. 226v-227r 

II. 



GMS-002: Four Gospels (15th century) 

Fols. 63v-64r 

Institution 1 Church of Zägabu Maryam Church of Siˁet Maryam 

II. 



KY-004: Four Gospels (18th century) 

Fols. 1v-2r 

II. 



FBM-017: Homiliary for the feasts of St. Michael (end of the 17th century) 

Fol. 9r Fol. 63ra 

Wäldä Yohannes - Wäldä Tadewos Wäldä Tadewos - Wäldä Yodahe 

II. 



GKM-006: Book of the Rite of the Holy Week (Beginning of 20th century) 

Gundä Gunde Mäḵodˁä Kidanä Mǝḥrät 

Fols. 143v-144r 

Kidanä Maryam 

II. 



Mәdrä Ruba Sәllase church: Manuscript collection 

4 churches mentioned in donation notes: 
 
Mәdrä Ruba Sәllase: 22 Mss. 
 
Libanos of Mäsṭəḥ: 7 Mss. 
 
ˀAbaˀәko Maryam: 4 Mss. 
 
Däbrä Mikaˀel ˀƎnba Ḥarisay: 3 Mss. 

 II. 



Owner/Donor 

Mәdrä Ruba Sәllase 

Owner/Donor Owner/Donor 

Libanos of Mäsṭəḥ ˀAbaˀәko Maryam Däbrä Mikaˀel ˀƎnba 
Ḥarisay 

Accident Accident Accident 

II. 



Owner / Donor 1 

Institution 1 

Accident 

Owner / Donor 2 

Institution 2 

Accident 

Owner / Donor 3 Institution 3 

Institution 4 

Owner / Donor 4 ? 

Institution 5 

? 

II. 



  King of Kings Tewodros II (r. 1855-1868): emergence of Mäqdäla manuscript collection 

Church of the Mäqdäla fortress : Mädḫane ˁAläm (Savior of the World) 

Owner / Donor 

Gondär 
churches 

Looting 

King Tewodros II 

Mädḫane ˁAläm 
Mäqdäla 

   III. 



Owner / Donor 

Gondär 
church 

Looting 

King Tewodros II 

Mädḫane ˁAläm 
Mäqdäla 

Battle 

British Troops 

British Expedition to Ethiopia: 1867-1868   III. 



Owner / Donor 

Gondär 
church 

Looting 

King Tewodros II 

Mädḫane ˁAläm 
Mäqdäla 

Battle 

British Troops Great 
Britain 

Ḉäläqot 
Səllase 

404 mss. 

About 600 mss. (?) 

III. 



Evidence of Munzinger´s work: TNY-002: Four Gospels (18th century) 

Fol. 1r 

III. 



Ownership note in the first folio of the text: TNY-006: Faith of the Fathers 
(17th century) 

“(This) Haymanotä abäw is of the holy (church of) the 
 Savior of the World” 

Fols. 1v-2r 

III. 



Destruction of the ownership notes 

AGKM-011: fol. 1r 

AGKM-003: fol. 3r 

KY-061: fol. 4r 

QDGM-003: fol.  5r TNY-008: 3r 

III. 



Ruler of Təgray  
  
Successor of Tewodros II 

King of Kings Yoḥannəs IV (r. 1872-1889) III. 



Owner / Donor 

Gondär 
church 

Looting 

King Tewodros II 

Mädḫane ˁAläm 
Mäqdäla 

Battle 

British Troops Great 
Britain 

Ḉäläqot 
Səllase 

Yoḥannəs IV ? 

Churches 
in Tәgray 

? 

19 manuscripts in  
6 churches of Tǝgray 
identified by Ethio-SPaRe 

III. 
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