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Ethio-SPaRe: main aims 
- Systematic research and recording of manuscript 
collections 
  
 
- Study of the newly discovered texts and objects  
- Development of new standards in Ethiopian 
manuscript studies for cataloguing 

- Interdisciplinary work: elaboration of comprehensive 
research schemes  
- Education  

 
- Physical preservation 

 
- Research into the local history and traditions 
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Ethio-SPaRe: concept 
- Research in the Ethiopian manuscript 
culture in its original context  
 
- Application of approaches and methods 
of modern manuscript studies:  
 - (philology)  
 - palaeography 
 - codicology 
 - material study of manuscripts 
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Philology and text studies 
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Methods of critical edition 
of texts, reconstruction of 
stemma codicum 



Palaeography 
(After S. Uhlig, Äthiopische Paläographie, 1988) 

I. Monumental script (prior to the second half of the 14th cent.)  

II. Square script (second half of the 14th – mid-15th cent.) 

III. Rounded script (mid-15th – mid 16th cent.) 

UM, Octateuch 

TKGM, Four Gospels 

MGM, Collection of homilies 
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Palaeography 
(After S. Uhlig, Äthiopische Paläographie, 1988) 

IV. Compressed slender script (mid-16th – mid-17th cent.)  

V-1. Official Gwelh-script (mid-17th – second half of the 18th cent.) 

V-2. Räqiq-script (mid-17th – mid 19th cent.) 

EQM, Theological treatise 

RGQ, Synaxarion 

RQG, Psalter  
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Codicology 
Systematic 
analysis of 
physical 
features 
 
 

 
“Tackets” on 
quires prepared 
for binding 
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First and last 
leaves pasted 
down on the 
boards 

Coloured 
endbands 



Modern manuscript studies  
 
 - (philology/text studies)  
 
 - palaeography 
 
 - codicology 
 
 - study of material aspects 
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Ethio-SPaRe: field work 
6 research missions in 2010-2012, over 100 ecclesiastic sites of Tegray 
(North Ethiopia) surveyed, more than 2000 manuscripts recorded 
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Ethio-SPaRe: Restoration 

New standards in manuscript restoration: 
cooperation of book conservators (N. Sarris, 
M. Di Bella) with philologists (A. Brita, A. 
Bausi). Thorough study of texts before any 
intervention, reconstruction of the original 
page sequence 
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Ethio-SPaRe: Restoration 

a: Ms. MY-004, humidifying and stretching leaves 
b-c: Mss. UM-039, UM-018: reconstruction of quires, 
leaves repair with Japanese paper  
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Ethio-SPaRe: Restoration 

a-b: Ms. UM-039, spine before and after 
consolidation 
b: Ms. MY-004, minor repairs of sewing and  
textblock  
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- 5 missions in 2011-2014 
- 25 old manuscripts recorded 

in specialised restoration 
database 

- minor consolidation measures 
on 5 manuscripts 

- 3 manuscripts fully treated  



Program of the workshop 
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1) 9.00-9.30. Introduction (Dr. Denis Nosnitsin) 
 
2) 9.30-10.30. “Cultural heritage and ethics of 
conservation: A case study of intangible heritage and 
cultural spaces“ (Desiree Domec) 
 
3) 10.30-12.00. “Ethiopian manuscripts: protection and 
conservation” (Dr. Nicolas Sarris, Marco Di Bella). 
 
4) 12.00-12.30. “Instrumental analysis in the study and 
conservation of manuscripts” (Dr. Ira Rabin) 
 
5) 12.30- 13.00. Conclusion (Dr. D. Nosnitsin) 



Aims of the workshop 
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1) Widening of participants’ knowledge about the types of 
historical heritage and principles of it’s conservation.  
 
2) Survey of the material aspects of the Ethiopian 
manuscript culture. 
 
3) Survey of some technical guidelines and principles to be 
applied for the protection and correct storage of parchment 
manuscripts. 
 
4) Presentation and demonstration of some recent 
instruments and technologies used in manuscript material 
studies and conservation works. 
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