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▪  The Hiob Ludolf Research Centre for Ethiopian and Eritre-
an Studies at Universität Hamburg is a leading insti tuti on 
in its fi eld

▪  The Cluster of Excellence Understanding Writt en Artefacts 
at Universität Hamburg off ers additi onal opportuniti es of 
scienti fi c enquiry 

Research Experience

BA in African Languages and Cultures: 
Profile Manuscript Cultures

Courses and degree 
programmes

▪  The only university in Germany where Amharic (lingua 
franca of present-day Ethiopia), Geez (Classical Ethiopic, 
sti ll used in Church) and Tigrinya (lingua franca of present-
day Eritrea) are regularly taught

▪  Courses in manuscript cultures, Geez and Amharic litera-
tures, history, and methods of text analysis

▪  Integrati on of philological and linguisti c studies, Semiti c 
studies, religious studies, ancient, medieval, and modern 
history

▪  Dedicated teaching and research staff 
▪  Contemporary issues introduced by guest professors from 

around the world
▪  Yearly Summer Schools for internati onal students
▪  Partnerships with universiti es and insti tuti ons in Ethiopia 

and Eritrea

An established Tradition in 
teaching and learning

Why Universität Hamburg?

▪  Possibility of funded MA and PhD studies 
▪  Student job and practi cal experience opportuniti es in re-

search projects
▪  Skills in digital humaniti es
▪  Wide professional perspecti ves in an array of fi elds from 

educati on to development work to heritage preservati on 
to digital editi ng

Practice orientation and 
Funding opportunities

Courses and programmes 
in Ethiopian and Eritrean Studies

https://www.aai.uni-hamburg.de/en/
ethiostudies/study

A unique opportunity for people with 
passion

Ethiopian and Eritrean 
Studies: Why?

ASIEN-AFRIKA-INSTITUT

ABTEILUNG FÜR AFRIKANISTIK UND 
ÄTHIOPISTIK

AETHIOPISTIK@UNI-HAMBURG.DE

at Universität Hamburg

▪   Durati on: 4 semesters / 120 credit points
▪  Language of instructi on: English

You will deepen your knowledge of Ethiopian and Erit-
rean languages, literatures, and religions. You will ob-
tain skills at text analysis, learn to work with catalogues, 
and with digital tools used in manuscript research.

MA in African Languages and Cultures: 
Profile Ethiopian and Eritrean Studies 

▪   Open to all those with MA degree (from all corners of 
the world)

▪   Possible topics include most areas of Ethiopian and Erit-
rean studies

▪   Durati on: 2 semesters / 60 credit points
▪  Language of instructi on: English

The course promotes the analytical work with ma-
nuscripts (not limited to Ethiopia). You will learn to ex-
amine not only texts but also images, notes and dia-
grams transmitted in the manuscripts and gain insights 
into the scientific (physical, chemical) analysis of the 
materials used.
You will learn to apply creative approaches to solving 
complex scholarly problems. One-year fellowships (800 
€/month) are offered.

MA in Manuscript Cultures

1 Script in a Gospel Book, Hangoda, Northern Ethiopia, 2 Priest holding 
a Gospel Book, Sebeya, Northern Ethiopia , 3 Street in Asmara, Eritrea, 4 
Ethiopian scribe, Gwahterat, Northern Ethiopia, 
5 Rock-hewn monolithic Church of St George, Lalibala, Ethiopia, 
6 Market scene, Debarwa, Eritrea
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1 Spectrometry of inks with XRF analyser, 2 Microscope imaging for script 
analysis, 3 Cataloguing classroom excercise, 4 Field digitizazion
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PhD degree

  The crucial geographic positi on:
▪  Major area in the Horn of Africa
▪  Trade routes: Mediterranean–Red Sea–Indian Ocean
▪   A bridge between Asia and Africa

  Unique civilizati on:
▪  Meeti ng place of peoples and cultures since the 1st millen-

nium BCE
▪  The oldest Christi an and Islamic civilizati ons in sub-Saha-

ran Africa
▪  Repository of ancient history and legends 
▪   Ethiopia is considered the only African state that was not 

colonized
▪   Decisive actors in the Red Sea politi cs

  Extraordinary writt en traditi ons:
▪  Unique syllabic script, in use since two millenia: the c.200 

graphemes are easy to learn!
▪  Home to one of the earliest Christi an writi ng cultures in 

the world
▪  Rich late anti que, pre-modern, and modern literatures
▪  Rich historical documentati on
▪  Living manuscript culture

▪   Durati on: 3 or 4 years / 180 or 240 credit points
▪  Language of instructi on: German (with some courses 

opti onally in English)
In addition to common courses in African linguistics, 
you will be introduced to manuscript cultures of Africa 
as well as to the history of Ethiopia and Eritrea. You will 
reach an intermediate level in Amharic and Geez and 
have a possibility to study Tigrinya. 
A stay in Ethiopia is part of the 4-year degree program-
me.


