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Ethiopian gane-poetry: material limited to orality only?

= Qones collected and written down for or by Europeans
= Work of the early Ethiopian educators

= Qones collected and written down by Ethiopian scholars and
intellectuals

= Qanes printed
= Audio recordings?

= Video recordings?
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Qoane-poems in historical parchment manuscripts

Qone-poems included in historical narratives

Single qene-poems as additional notes in manuscripts

Groups of gane-poems as additional notes in manuscripts

Qone-poems as (sub)parts of other works
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Qoanes in Ethiopic historical narratives

- Three poems recorded by *aldga Gabru in his Chronicle of King Takla Giyorgis
(r. 1779-90).
’Aldga Gabru’s own gane:

L PR 0L AT H: @UN: AAD 104 Ph: AN : A : @ANA 22
MU @ s B D s P LN i : w97 B
Gp ¢ FIA = LECLA: HET ¢ NP g : AN 9°0:C: Kz s on-‘rvw

o Mt YIC: PP WH s AANE: hAE % A LTCIC: AR « PA = b1
fam: £.2140+: ND-21m. : 11 % A° W HAP: @l : APT 2 @hav : R0
UN: 712" : AADT° T : AaoD, 331 : AT : AN T | D71 5 @haoo -

H.W. Blundell, The royal chronicle of Abyssinia: 1769-1840, Cambridge 1922,
text p. 57 (fol. 475b), tr. p. 284 (after ms. British Library, Orient. 821)
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Qoanes as additional notes in manuscripts: isolated poems

Fol. 14 v:

- Inventory of books
and sacred items with
the year 7020 (= 1528
i 114 | CE); mention of ,,our
?7‘2?}"‘?"%-‘ father Takl3d Nabayat”
:";‘;i;‘;;;ﬁ ‘ (abbot of Gund3

Lheadrrhd S Gunde, d. 15547?).

L E RE:%

g‘- & ﬂ:;(hﬁ
rEATe

y fi c X3 .o
A e T - An *atand mogar

. oA ' gane assigned to Za-

Maryam, late
16th/early 17t-
century hand

MS Harennat Gabazayti Maryam MHG-004, Four Gospels, early 16t century,
fols 14v-15r (https://betamasaheft.eu/manuscripts/ESmhg004/main)
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Qoanes as additional notes in manuscripts: isolated poems

[*Ftand mogdir] This gane is of Za-Maryam

1) One man, a killer, of arrogant heart,

2) Was underway while he was going astray,
3) When he ascended the Mount of the Daughter
of Zion, from the way of Moab and Philistines,

4) (And) when he prayed crying,

5) To his Creator (like) Hezekiah, not thinking of
anything,

6) He made a reminder to every one who swears,
7) That Dabra Kaswa exceeds,

8) In righteousness, the tent of Aron and the
mount of Elj,

9) But now the voice of the mighty Creator will say,
10) “Stand on the back of Peter and Paul, (without)
shaking,

11) Until the creation has decayed and vanished

”
!
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Qones as additional notes in manuscripts: isolated poems

- Two gane-poems, according to
Boris Turaev

-One is written in a 15t-century
hand

- If true, by far the oldest gane
known?

MS St Petersburg, Russian National
Library, Dorn 609/ Vost. 609, Psalter
and other texts, 15" century, fol. 198r

(https://betamasaheft.eu/manuscripts/RNBdorn609/main)
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Qones as additional notes in manuscripts: isolated poems

1) V&M thar-: A L7 A1
2) hav: wqe,: Hh:

3) AP0 1Thar-: &0CH:

4) h&PCT: (L&

5) &0L: AALU-: A19L: h@D-&::
6) TLAe0: 12: AdP: & 02K

7) Aav: HAET: A70E: N100L:
LIvg::

8) hav: R FGAM-: KPRk

9) A8 k' JPCPA::

1) Your faith may not be “for face”,
2) Like a nice plant,

3) It should sprout from inside you,
4) The love to your neighbor.

5) He himself said, “Visit the poor!”
6) When Melos makes His face shine,
7) When His Sabbath reigns in great
roar,

8) When the gate is closing,

9) Where (will be) the exit

(to escape the judgement)?
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Qoanes in manuscript as additional notes: groups of poems

Fol. 31r, in late 16%"/early 17t-century
handwritings:

AMT: 9P1C: wCO: TICLIP: Ah: Havs: 37 (Indication to
the gane type and the author)

1 AT10T: BC%: OAG: OATPA: AT AL hav: @tDAL:
700 ... (poem 1)

1 APy av\pok: RO AE: AT7H: BAAMeE AN A9 R8P
OAM-: ... (poem 2)

1 IR AOGTO: WL ATPAA: NAL: TO-9°: .. (poem 3)

MS Paris BNF d’Abbadie 57, Books of Kings, 15t century
(https://betamasaheft.eu/manuscripts/BNFabb57/main)
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Qoanes in manuscript as additional notes: groups of poems

MS Paris BNF
d’Abbadie 57, Books
of Kings,

15t century,

fol. 31v
(https://betamasahef
t.eu/manuscripts/BN
Fabb57/main)
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Qoanes in manuscript as additional texts: collections
Twenty five ganes assigned to King Na‘od (r. 1494-1507)

MS British Library Orient. 706, Acts of Nob
and Fasiladas, 1478-94, fols 200r-202v

I[pm,',,:,p,'hw‘r:‘:'f‘g':-wlll
a1, A G T QIIY: K
gn i1 H'f“!"‘}f:?i?il;u .
LN NCTR:Aav:D-Ace
I'l.-'i':l'lll"ﬁll\!f':h?i‘i'ﬂ
jﬁ,.ﬂqﬂﬂu:mﬂhzows\-
ot FCPFRIT:quva PO
n'i‘ﬁ(.:'}: r:hcSov:wev
Ney4@3'%n.- B2 5w
P2 p 0 h AN G
BTy BoA A
(:ON NP g gu. B0
WA - NAG T RAAD
A RFEAPAD- &
NESNAD: R HI YA

W:CE?#‘:-IIC-'I—:C f""‘:"ln
.“*F”’S'Ec': Nay-nk

Hed 4 Pan R3F o1 P Ao
A% v82.0C Al2ACYFh.
NUBAHOTAS F:F50F
H:AhtckP-ApA:Z00%:p
EALNOY:GYUYV i N: B4
AP 2NN whP. AL DCE:Th
Hir:APae: 110 F .4 O
GV F ol T @ePN . 1
1NV PO PENF-L P
G YU taos reny. 4l A F,
LANN:0F: Ak Finhav: K
@B Aav ), F-am: 0: &av: A1
LIV B - Db -G AR g
OEN:ADP. X F R AHF
A AL B3NN Y
AL NMEMMAPI@: 309,
AZE:HeP Xl NNz av P O,
ARAT:IR TN B H- v
C ANt av:aupn - &
CU: AL F:NNR AN AT
w0 F 90 A BT P Z3m.

WA : § pcdes PVE AP
K 'Giﬁwfé-z?ﬁﬂu

RN DG DY GBI Y- A

']

A

- 25 ganes with indications of places and
occassions of of composition, types and
melodic modes, written in the same hand

- Not all said to be sallase really match the
form (six lines)

From: B. Turaev, “/AM: HTFA: Ghles:
Virsi carja Naoda”, Sankt Peterburg 1904
(Pamjatniki éfiopskoj pis’mennosti 2)
(Table V).

11



UH

iti
a3 Universitat Hamburg
DER FORSCHUNG | DER LEHRE | DER BILDUNG

AKADEMIE DER
WISSENSCHAFTEN
IN HAMBURG

Qoanes in manuscript as additional texts: collections
Twenty five goanes assigned to King Na‘od (r. 1494-1507)
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o

};;;-_77—7; - Copied as homogeneous

text block in the same
hand, on guard leaves.

- Use of abbreviations

- Extensive use of
rubrication

- Lines delimited
by the sign ::

- Poem end marked by :i:
or X like sign =

Fols. 200v-201r, from B. Turaev, “#At: H7F#: GhL: VirSi carja Naoda”

(Table V)
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Qones in manuscripts as written texts: change of medium

- Qane in written form: new characteristics

- Re-contextualisation of gane in written form

13
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Qoanes in manuscripts as additional notes: not properly catalogued

o =

Paris, BnF BNF Ethiopien 342 Griaule 38, Vita Takla Haymanot, 15t century, fol. 1r

(see S. Grébaut, Catalogue des Manuscrits Ethiopiens de la Collection Griaule... I, Paris 1941, 18-20)
14
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Qoanes in manuscripts as additional notes: not properly catalogued

PHI] H:

1) hh®r: aohe7?: N1%A: 14
oner: qv7: 00LL: ° 7t
(1125 %

2) NOAT: Achl: Alr: qOk:

3) ANd\: A70: DA : AA:
nohk:

4) trie: 'k ooe: h7k: o

nrk:
5) AH7E: GAT°: O-prk::

Wazema of ...

1) What is the profit of becoming a
great commander, owner of a diadem,
and of becoming a great priest?

2) Won’t death come one day?

3) I say (this) contemplating over the
both....

4) Everything is void, everything is
void, everything is void,

5) (Everything) of this world.

15
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Long-term project “Beta masahoft: Manuscripts of Ethiopia and
Eritrea”

Supported by the Akademie der Wissenschaften in Hamburg, 2016-40
Scientific Director: Prof. Dr. Alessandro Bausi

Administrative Director: Eugenia Sokolinski

Research fellows: Denis Nosnitsin, Dorothea Reule, Carsten Hoffmann

PhD candidate: Guesh Solomon

Hiob Ludolf Centre for Ethiopian and Eritrean Studies, Hamburg University

Institutional web-page: https://www.betamasaheft.uni-hamburg.de/

Application online: https://betamasaheft.eu

16



UH AKADEMIE DER
ﬁ WISSENSCHAFTEN
Universitat Hamburg

IN HAMBURG
DER FORSCHUNG | DER LEHRE | DER BILDUNG

Long-term project Beta masahoft. main goals

= Systematic overview of all known manuscripts
= Encoding related metadata:
= Records (TEI XML) for all relevant persons (scribes, owners, donors)

= Records (TEI XML) for all relevant places (repositiories, places mentioned)

= Records (TEI XML) for all registered texts (whether as main content or as
paratext)

= Records (Zotero) for relevant bibliography
= Text encoding and editing
= Making texts available is the best way to identify manuscript contents!

https://www.betamasaheft.uni-hamburg.de/ - Institutional page

https://betamasaheft.eu/ - web application

17
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The Guidelines: encoding and cataloguing manual of the Beta

masahaoft

<« C @ O B hitps//betamasahefteu/Guidelines/7id

Beta masahaft Guidelines project site

How to... Main Table of Contents
Former Wiki Main Table of Contents
New contributors All Elements

All Attributes All Pages

* General
o Manuscripts
o Werks
o Places
> Person
o Narrative Units
o Repositories
o Authority files (keywords)
o Corpora
o Art Themes
« Zotero Bibliography Guidelines
« Text Encoding
» Editing these Guidelines
+ Training Materials

Schema View Ontology View

Take a tour of this page

General

TEI encoding guidelines for cataloguers
TEI should always be referred to for definitions and use of elements and attributes.

These guidelines, however, are about the use of a schema which is largely customized. The customization is documented
in the ODD (see schema view), but we also offer a more canonical version of every single file, which populates empty
pointers and expands abbreviated URLs, for example.

However, TEI is not a prescriptive system or a schema, and the present guidelines describe the declension of the TEI for
this project and its purposes. Whenever possible the reason for a particular encoding decisien is given. This shall help also
to track bugs related to data entry.

The ODD and the schema can be found in the Schema repository.
If you think something should be automatised, click here first.

There are several general things you are going to encode. These pages describing them are all a MUST READ if you are
editing for the first time:

How to transliterate

How to record the activity done on any file

Adding a type to distinguish different entities

How to deal with white spaces.

General information in titleStmt

How to assign IDs

How to make links

. How to deal with bibliography

Making statements about languages used in the file
. Marking up Named Entities (personal names, place names, titles, dates)
. Use of referencing attributes ( @corresp and @ref)

R @ o B e

A—
N 2o o

. <certainty> /

13. Assigning keywords

14. Figures and links to images

15. Assigning an information to a specific source

liry

Liuzzo, Pietro, Dorothea Reule et al. 2022. ‘Beta masaheft Guidelines’
(see <http://betamasaheft.eu/Guidelines/>).

18
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Long-term project Beta masahoft: architecture

Manuscripts
Signature(s)
Codicological description
Colophon(s)

Texts |
Persons (Copyists, Owners)

Places | R\

f,ﬁ Dates
Places _ 1 ™ Persons
Toponym(s) \Namets} and role(s)
Regions e I:!aoe
Coordinates . ime
Description /ﬁlat&d texts (mensions)
Manuscripts related Texts i/,l '\l --7 Related manuscripts
Persons related Title B
Gls Author/Translator/ _ .~
(GIS) i
A Other(pgtsoné
: __Language(s)
| et Dates
| Places
Texts : - Sources and parallels, F}(eposi_tory of manuscripts
(XML edition) = Editions and transiatiorls + links l-:? e:gstmg
Withesses repositories
Bibliography

Summary view of the project database structure

18
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Beta masahoft: gones to be recorded in “Clavis Aethiopica” as
individual literary works

Biblical books: Genesis; Enoch; Gospel of Matthew...

Lives and miracles of saints: Life of Walatta Petros; Miracle of Mary: Miracle of
Juliana and Barbara from Bethlehem...

Homilies: Homily by John Chrysostom on the Nativity of Our Lord, Homily by
Theophilus of Constantinople on St Stephen the Protomartyr,...

Theological treatises: Faith of the Fathers,

Poetic texts: Malka’a Gabra’el; Malka’a sanbat...

Protective prayers: Protective prayer against the fear of demons; Protective prayer
against various illnesses, containing the names of the nails of the cross...

Letters: Letter from ’'lyasu | to Clement XI...

Individual ganes-poems: ... ... ... ... ...

Stable collections of several textual units: ... ... ...

20
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Beta masahaoft: ID record for a gene-poem

<TEl xmlIns="http://www.tei-c.org/ns/1.0" xml:id="LIT6961Emnamalakot" xml:lang="en" type="work">
<teiHeader><fileDesc><titleStmt>

<title xml:lang="gez" xml:id="t1">a9°1: aeAht: FOkht: A7H: LLAhm:</title>

<title xml:lang="gez" type="normalized" corresp="#t1">'Imna malakot tasba't 'anza yafallatu, ...
(Qane of ‘atana mogar type)</title>

<title xml:lang="en" corresp="#t1">Will you correct, ‘Isfanos, in the likeness of a sleepy man, ...</title

<profileDesc>

<creation notBefore="1580" notAfter="1610"/>

<abstract>

<p>The poem, known from <ref type="mss" corresp="BNFabb57"/>,

may be a <term key="Qene"/> of the type <foreign xml:lang="gez">atana
mogar</foreign> and attributed to <persName ref="PRS14052SardaMaryam"/>.</p>
</abstract>...

<div type="edition">...

<ab>

<l n="1">a9°1: avAnt: FONAT: ATH: Ldhm</|>

<In="2">00: AL £&P: OAM-=</|>

<I n="3">A%Ak: NULav-: “I(1: AGA: AQD: OZA: AT O-Ame</|>

<l n="4">ché-: o340z PENO: T I(LAGP: NCw: avG&PT: ACALN: NALL: 787I5T: </I>
</ab>

</TEI> 21
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Beta masahaft: encoding gane-poems in the record for
manuscript

<jtem vmliid="a2">
<locus tarpet="#31rb"/>
<dese tvpe="CuestText" > <title type="complete” rel ="LITeO0Emmahtsens"/>A <térm keyv ="0ene" >gane-poem< term> of

<term Loy - "EtanaMogar>*atana mogar </term=> type, by Sarda Maryim < dese>

<qumlilans = "ged” =N G H<persName r-{ = "PRS140525andaMaryam” > wCe: AICP ;< /persName =
Al HOO & 2dhs W1 % MR R
A AlLAks 1109; Leba FHI AT ik IO ATICE 7 -+ &Mk hodss S defls (LAY
Tt fititho: Tk NI 0L @ao: il doeCor &390 NCIRE bt M =006 (il
WHE BA00C N §6 QA5 ¥ DIHL YIaits 9 A0t Rl £a078: (e (M1 RHE: 920
M @+ 4 < g
<q vl lang = "en” > "Ttana mogar of <persMame r=f ="PRS14052SardaMaryam” :-Sarda Miryim < /persName >,
not from a <foreign wml:lang = "am">marihi g¥eti< foreign=.
From the inside of the throat and the mouth, and the narrow gate of
the tongue, that the reading would be brought forth,
from the closed threshold of the belly of Mary, the canopy, God the Word was born, with his each
and every skill and wisdom, without an intercourse and arranged matrimony. For
<persName r=f ~ "PRSE550sardaDe" > Sarda Dangal </persName >, Christ, (when he was
still) in the cradle of his dominion, Being led along the way through the
shining of his King, the star, Kings of the Orient, peoples, Pay homage to him
=] (kneeling) on the knee(s} of their hearts, With myrrh and red gold. = q>

<note><persName ref = "PRS14052SardaMaryam™ >'hrr._h Mairvam < persName > iz indicated as
the author of the poem, written in o late 16th-or an early 17th-century hand. Translated into French and commented upon by
<persName (= "PR53132ContiRo">Conti Rossini < persName >_ According to him, the poem could be
composad after the war of <pereName =1~ "PRS5350sardaDe" > Sarda
Dangal </persMame> with <persName r= [~ "PR564ToMahammad" >Mahammad < /persName>_
the king of <placeName r={="ETH 1064 Adal" >Adal< ‘placeName > < note>
</item >

Htem vml:id ="a3">
pet="#31rh"/ >
e ="CueatText" > <title type="complete” ref="LIT6% ] Emnanalakot™/ > < /desc >
<q amllang="ge" =k e <gap reqcon ="ellipsis” reep="DN"/> </q>
=note >Compoeed probably by the eame author, <persName r=! 'TRSIWS.!S:rdnh-!ar_v:m':ﬁn.:ﬂu Miryam = persName=>,
as <ref (arget ="#a2"/ =, writtén in the same or very aimilar hand. < /‘note=
</item>

item xml:id="a4">
<locus turget="#3lrb"/ >
<desc "Giuest Text" > <title type="complete” ref="LITa%2Taramamnu"/ > < desc>
g unllng ="geE" = A NS AL AP AT Foe < pap roonon = "ellipals” resp ="DIN" = </g >
<note=Written in a late 16th- or an early 17th-century hand, similar to
the hand of the notes above; it seems 1o mention <persName r&{="PR§35500ardoDe" > King §arc_h Dangal < persName> < note=>
{_Jitm >

Paris, BnF Ethiopien d’Abbadie 57, Books of Kings, Conti Rossini C. 1914. Notice sur les manuscrits éthiopiens de la 22
Collection d’Abbadie (Paris: Imprimerie nationale), 32-33 (no. 7). (https://betamasaheft.eu/manuscripts/BNFabb57/main)
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Denver, CO, Eliza Bennett Collection, Eliza Codex 7
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Paris, Bibliothéque nationale de France, BnF Ethiopien d'Abbadie 39
Saint Petersburg, Rossijskaja Nacionalnaja Biblioteka, RNB Dorn 609
Portland, Ethiopic Manuscript Imaging Project, Kaleab Addis Project 9
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Gulo Makada, Sabaya Maryam, SM-017

Portland, Ethiopic Manuscript Imaging Project, Weiner Codex 5
London, British Library, BL Oriental 492
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Thank you!

Dr. Denis Nosnitsin
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