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Die Hamburger Gesellschaft fur Thaiistik e.V.
I " T | HGT in Zusammenarbeit mit dem Arbeitsbereich Thaiistik
I i der Abteilung Sprachen und Kulturen Stidostasiens des AAI
|adt Sie zu folgendem Online-Vortrag ein:

The Man from Bangkok:

Rong Wongsavun describes the Americans

‘Rong Wongsavun was one of the most important Thai writers of the
twentieth century. Between the 1950s and his passing in 2009 he wrote
newspaper articles, published photographs, wrote novels and non-fiction
books. He had a particular talent for seeing Thalland and
the world through the eyes of
common people. He also took his
journalistic eye to California in the
1960s to observe life in San
Francisco, where he was a
correspondent for the Siam Rath
newspaper. His observations of
California were collected into a book On the Back
of the Dog: The Golden Sunshine in 1978. The book
was published in English last year as The Man from
Bangkok: San Francisco Culture in the 60s. In the book
he seeks to answer the question many Thai people of
the 1970s were asking: “Why are the Americans the
way they are?”
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Dr Tony Waters is a Professor of Sociology. Currently he teaches at Leuphana University
Lineburg, Germany. Previously he was at Payap University in Chiang Mai (2016-2022),
and California State University, Chico (1996-2021). Long before that he was a Peace
Corps Volunteer in Phrae, Thailand (1980-1982), and worked in refugee camps in Nan
and Phanat Nikhom (1982—-1983). In order to work on his Thai language skills, he taught
a Thai-English translation course at Payap University in 2016—2017. The translation from
‘Rong Wongsavun was initiated in the context of this course.
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