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Note

This Manual deals with the special requirements for installation and use of the font
e-Vatteluttu OT.

Copyright

The contents of this package has been developed by Elmar Kniprath. He holds the
copyright for all its components (including the font). The package is distributed as
freeware. It may be used free of charge for scientific and private purposes. No commercial
use or distribution of this software as a whole or of any of its components (including the
font) is allowed, except with written consent of the author.

Disclaimer

The author can not be made responsible for any possible faults of the package and its
components nor is he liable for any damages which might be caused by them.
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1. About Vatteluttu

Vatteluttu is an old Indian script which was used to write the Tamil language from the 6th
to the 14th centuries. Besides inscriptions on stone there are many copper plate documents
using this script. These were produced by scratching the glyphs on the surface of copper
plates. The script has never been printed until now.

Vatteluttu is the precursor of modern Tamil script. It's glyphs look more rounded than the
Tamil glyphs (hence its name 61 GlL_(p&g meaning "rounded script™).

Typologically Vatteluttu is an Abugida like all other descendents of the Brahmi script.

The font "e-Vatteluttu OT" is the first in history to offer the possibility of typing and
printing this old script.

2. Sources

2.1 Velvikkuti copper plates

2.2 Tami] transliteration of 2.1: uwil2ev &efl CeumisL_&mbl: &emUlym
QL EAWleusLblpssd, LIDCEFTSHm -2

2.3 Srivaramangalam copper plates

2.4 Tharissappalli copper plates

2.5 Joseph Rabban §asanam

2.6 Gift Siromoney: Vattezhuthil Thirukkural, Madras 1976

2.7 Appendices to 2.6: Script charts (established by different authors)

» Many thanks to Valérie Gillet and Jean-Luc Chevillard who provided me with all
this material!
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3. Glyph inventory
3.1 Alphabet
The Vatteluttu Alphabet comprizes all signs needed to write pure Tami] texts.

Exception: So far there seems to be no occurrence of "au" in any of the known Vatteluttu
texts. For the rare case that someone would like to transliterate a modern Tamil text into
Vatteluttu a small size superscript Tamil e has been added to the font as a "dummy

glyph" to yield awr/<sm for Tamil sperr/:em. The superscription is meant to emphasize the
surrogate character of the glyph.
Furthermore the font does not contain the "Grantha" letters 3 v 6% g am which are

used to render Sanskrit words in modern Tamil. In the copper plate inscriptions Sanskrit
words (chiefly proper names) are spelled with Pallava script.

Vowels and Aytam

Vatteluttu R / TUO VR D PR R (Qsr) -
- oY D0 o og o GO Gl O GV GV (zem) =
Tamil S QY @ K 2 26T T 6 &M 6 6 66T
ISO a a 1 1 u @ e & a o o au h
Consonants
P O O 2 3 2V VO] VU T Qs D
& m & ¢ L e & B L LD J 60 6l 6T D M 6
k n ¢ A t n t n p m vy r | v 1 1 r n

3.2 Vowel ligatures

The table on the last page of this manual shows the vowel ligatures formed automatically
when a text is being typed.

4. Contents of the Package
This package contains the following folders and files:

o e-Vatteluttu OT.ttf (Open Type font for Tamil language written with Vatteluttu
script)

e e-Tamil 100.ttf (Open Type font for Tamil with classical spelling): This font has the
same font hight as e-Vatteluttu OT.ttf, so that the line distance remains the same
when mixing up both scripts in one text.

e Vatteluttu Manual.pdf (this file).
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5. Installation of the fonts

» Make sure that ""complex scripts™ are enabled in Windows!

1. Install the fonts under Windows.
2. For typing a (Unicode based!) Tamil keyboard must be installed on your computer.

6. Instructions for Use
The font e-Tamil 100 has the classical vowel ligatures, e.g.:

e-Vatteluttu OT e-Tamil 100
/elg &16V260
2 el 9L, (€0)6V
207 S
-9 B

Both fonts can be typed with any Unicode based Tamil keyboard.

e-Tamil 100 additionally contains a lot of old fraction and abbreviation signs most of
which must be inserted as "symbols".

7. Tamil transliteration of Vatteluttu

As both fonts have Tamil Unicode encoding, you may just select the portion of text to be
transliterated and change the font (as you may switch e.g. in Roman script between "Times
New Roman" and "Arial").

8. Improvements and Updates

This Vatteluttu font has no "predecessors™ which it could be compared with. It is based on
the sources enumerated above (see 2.), each of which is important, but each of which
differs more or less from the others, as all of them are written (i.e. scratched!) by hand. So
the 21st century font designer had to establish a "standard" and it often was up to him to
decide, which variant of a sign had to be accepted as "standard". Others might have found
other, perhaps better, solutions.

All critical remarks and suggestions will be welcome. Mail to the author: elkni(-at-)t-
online(-dot-)de

Updates will be published on this website without prior notice.
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Vowel ligatures

Bl 0|5 |5 |5 & & K 5 5 5 58|05 585 ]
SRR A AR AR SRR AT RERE RS EE AR RN
[FR IR R RN R E RS
sIEIP 8 P 2|0 08 R P Bl g E g e
S AN A A N A R A N R AR
o |F BT8R T 9 |Y R VIR |8 % T Ty |e
sl 2| & % 9| d | S| I 9@ 2| D | | 5B 20| D |
s|l & | Pl &g || 0| a | Q|| 0|9 |2 P|IT|E? 99 D
-12|%/2/8%/8/8 /8|8 8/8|38/2/83/3|2/3|3|@
-|*=125/2|8%8/3/3|3|3/3/3|3 22|32 3|3|c
<l 0% v 3 0 a 3238 2> & 0|8
s|l&| P |2 | @[O0 | a0 DD |2 |— |3 |2 |& |9 ]

P o= Py P e Py v oy Eves B Py P oy oy oy

X |2 |0 | ||| |lc|lal& | > | = |> | |||




