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Note 

This Manual deals with the special requirements for installation and use of the font 

e-Vatteluttu OT. 

 

 

Copyright 

The contents of this package has been developed by Elmar Kniprath. He holds the 

copyright for all its components (including the font). The package is distributed as 

freeware. It may be used free of charge for scientific and private purposes. No commercial 

use or distribution of this software as a whole or of any of its components (including the 

font) is allowed, except with written consent of the author. 

 

 

Disclaimer 

The author can not be made responsible for any possible faults of the package and its 

components nor is he liable for any damages which might be caused by them. 
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1. About Vaṭṭeḻuttu 

Vatteluttu is an old Indian script which was used to write the Tamil language from the 6th 

to the 14th centuries. Besides inscriptions on stone there are many copper plate documents 

using this script. These were produced by scratching the glyphs on the surface of copper 

plates. The script has never been printed until now. 

Vaṭṭeḻuttu is the precursor of modern Tamiḻ script. It's glyphs look more rounded than the 

Tamiḻ glyphs (hence its name வட்டெழுத்து meaning "rounded script"). 

Typologically Vaṭṭeḻuttu is an Abugida like all other descendents of the Brahmi script. 

The font "e-Vatteluttu OT" is the first in history to offer the possibility of typing and 

printing this old script. 

 

2. Sources 

2.1 Vēḷvikkuṭi copper plates 

2.2 Tamiḻ transliteration of 2.1: மயிலை சீனி வவங்கெசாமி: களப்பிரர் 
ஆட்சியில்தமிழகம், பிற்வசர்க்கக-2 

2.3 Śrīvaramaṅgalam copper plates 

2.4 Tharissappalli copper plates 

2.5 Joseph Rabban śāsanam 

2.6 Gift Siromoney: Vattezhuthil Thirukkural, Madras 1976 

2.7 Appendices to 2.6: Script charts (established by different authors) 

 

 Many thanks to Valérie Gillet and Jean-Luc Chevillard who provided me with all 

this material! 
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3. Glyph inventory 

3.1 Alphabet 

The Vaṭṭeḻuttu Alphabet comprizes all signs needed to write pure Tamiḻ texts.  

Exception: So far there seems to be no occurrence of "au" in any of the known Vaṭṭeḻuttu 

texts. For the rare case that someone would like to transliterate a modern Tamiḻ text into 

Vaṭṭeḻuttu a small size superscript Tamiḻ ள has been added to the font as a "dummy 

glyph" to yield ஔ/ௗ  for Tamiḻ ஔ/ௗ . The superscription is meant to emphasize the 

surrogate character of the glyph. 

Furthermore the font does not contain the "Grantha" letters ஜ ஸ ஷ க்ஷ ஹ which are 

used to render Sanskrit words in modern Tamiḻ. In the copper plate inscriptions Sanskrit 

words (chiefly proper names) are spelled with Pallava script. 

 

Vowels and Āytam 

Vaṭṭeḻuttu  அ ஆ இ ஈ உ ஊ எ ஏ ஐ ஒ ஓ  (ஔ) - 

   - ௗ  ௗ  ௗ  ௗ  ௗ  ௌ ேௗ ைௗ ௌ ேௗ   (ௗ ) ஃ 

Tamiḻ  அ ஆ இ ஈ உ ஊ எ ஏ ஐ ஒ ஓ  ஔ  ஃ 

ISO   a ā i ī u ū e ē ai o ō  au  ḥ 

 

Consonants 

க ங ச ஞ ட ண த ந ப ம ய ர ல வ ள ழ ற ன 

க ங ச ஞ ெ ண த ந ப ம ய ர ை வ ள ழ ற ன 

k ṅ c ñ ṭ ṇ t n p m y r l v ḷ ḻ ṟ ṉ 

 

3.2 Vowel ligatures 

The table on the last page of this manual shows the vowel ligatures formed automatically 

when a text is being typed. 

 

4. Contents of the Package 

This package contains the following folders and files: 

 e-Vatteluttu OT.ttf (Open Type font for Tamiḻ language written with Vaṭṭeḻuttu 

script) 

 e-Tamil 100.ttf (Open Type font for Tamiḻ with classical spelling): This font has the 

same font hight as e-Vatteluttu OT.ttf, so that the line distance remains the same 

when mixing up both scripts in one text. 

 Vaṭṭeḻuttu Manual.pdf (this file). 
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5. Installation of the fonts 

 Make sure that "complex scripts" are enabled in Windows! 
 

1. Install the fonts under Windows. 

2. For typing a (Unicode based!) Tamiḻ keyboard must be installed on your computer. 

 

6. Instructions for Use 

The font e-Tamil 100 has the classical vowel ligatures, e.g.: 

 

    e-Vatteluttu OT  e-Tamil 100 

    இலல்ை    இல்லை 

    ஆனால ்   ஆனால் 

    திரு     திரு 

    கீழே    கீவழ 

 

Both fonts can be typed with any Unicode based Tamiḻ keyboard. 

e-Tamil 100 additionally contains a lot of old fraction and abbreviation signs most of 

which must be inserted as "symbols". 

 

7. Tamiḻ transliteration of Vaṭṭeḻuttu 

As both fonts have Tamiḻ Unicode encoding, you may just select the portion of text to be 

transliterated and change the font (as you may switch e.g. in Roman script between "Times 

New Roman" and "Arial").  

 

8. Improvements and Updates 

This Vaṭṭeḻuttu font has no "predecessors" which it could be compared with. It is based on 

the sources enumerated above (see 2.), each of which is important, but each of which 

differs more or less from the others, as all of them are written (i.e. scratched!) by hand. So 

the 21st century font designer had to establish a "standard" and it often was up to him to 

decide, which variant of a sign had to be accepted as "standard". Others might have found 

other, perhaps better, solutions. 

All critical remarks and suggestions will be welcome. Mail to the author: elkni(-at-)t-

online(-dot-)de 

 

Updates will be published on this website without prior notice. 
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Vowel ligatures 

 

  a ā i ī u ū e ē ai o ō (au) 

k க ் க கா கி கீ கு கூ கெ கே கை கொ கோ க  

ṅ ங் ங ஙா ங  ங  ங  ங  ேங் ேங ைங ேங்ா ேஙா ங  

c ச ் ச சா சி சீ சு சூ செ சே சை சொ சோ ச  

ñ ஞ ் ஞ ஞா ஞ  ஞ  ஞ  ஞ  ேஞ ் ேஞ ைஞ ேஞ்ா ேஞா ஞ  

ṭ ட் ட டா டி டீ டு டூ டெ டே டை டொ டோ ட  

ṇ ண் ண ணா ணி ணீ ணு ணூ ணெ ணே ணை ணொ ணோ ண  

t த ் த தா தி தீ து தூ தெ தே தை தொ தோ த  

n ந ் ந நா நி நீ நு நூ நெ நே நை நொ நோ ந  

p ப ் ப பா பி பீ பு பூ பெ பே பை பொ போ ப  

m ம ் ம மா மி மீ மு மூ மெ மே மை மொ மோ ம  

y ய் ய யா யி யீ யு யூ யெ யே யை யொ யோ ய  

r ர ் ர ரா ரி ரீ ரு ரூ ரெ ரே ரை ரொ ரோ ர  

l ல ் ல லா லி லீ லு லூ லெ லே லை லொ லோ ல  

v வ் வ வா வி வீ வு வூ வெ வே வை வொ வோ வ  

ḷ ள ் ள ளா ளி ளீ ளு ளூ ளெ ளே ளை ளொ ளோ ள  

ḻ ழ ் ழ ழா ழி ழீ ழு ழூ ழெ ழே ழை ழொ ழோ ழ  

ṟ ற ் ற றா றி றீ று றூ றெ றே றை றொ றோ ற  

ṉ ன ் ன னா னி னீ னு னூ னெ னே னை னொ னோ ன  

 

 


