
Environmentalism in Java and East Kalimantan: transregional dimensions of 

integration  

 

This project is funded by the seventh framework programme of the european 

commisison within the joint research project „Integration in Southeast Asia: 

Trajectories of Inclusion, Dynamics of Exclusion“ (SEATIDE), Work packages 3 und 4, 

(December 2012-March 2016). 

Its starting point are environmental problems of air and water pollution as 

well as destructive exploitation of other natural resources in indonesia, 

especially forests and marine life. While pollution cannot be dealt with on a local 

basis, the modes of exploitation can be addressed locally, so it can be expected 

that local actors and communities have developed their own strategies for 

environmentalism. The regions, where research was conducted, were located in 

Java and Kalimantan. Many migrants, for instance teaching personnel, have come 

from Java to Kalimantan to ‘export’ education, and numerous people from 

Kalimantan regularly leave for Java to seek education. 

This project aimed at describing and examining the strategies local 

communities employ to contribute to sustainability in different parts of 

Indonesia. It examined the extent to which the factors mobility, Islam and 

education influence these strategies. Moreover, it addressed the use of resource 

management, which is needed to retain critical ecological resources, and 

governance that influences resilience during self-organization. Furthermore, it 

was shown how these often informal resource management practices feed back 

into the local communities. The methods used were multi-sited fieldwork, 

participant observation, guideline-based interviews, expert interviews, as well as 

focus group discussions. 

For WP3, Monika Arnez conducted research on Islamic boarding schools 

(pesantren) in February 2014 in Central Java. For WP4, Monika Arnez conducted 

fieldwork in East Kalimantan, Indonesia, in July and August 2014. The aim was to 

examine the strategies local communities employ to contribute to sustainability 

and to deal with environmental problems. She analyzed how the project for 

Mangrove Ecosystem Conservation and Sustainable Use in the ASEAN Region (MECS), 

the local environmental board, schools, NGOs, and fishermen exchanged 

knowledge about mangrove forests and involved local communities. Another 

problem Arnez’s research addressed is the distribution of resources along ethnic 

lines. In this context, her research analyzed efforts of environmental activists, 

mostly Dayak, to tackle problems related to coal mining along ethnic lines. It 

showed how Dayak people, by openly demonstrating for their rights and forging 

ties with local politicians in the cities in East Kalimantan they also pave the way 

for their better integration in these towns, where they are a minority.  

 

 

 

 

 



Outcomes: 

 

1. „Shifting Notions of Nature and Environmentalism in Indonesian Islam,” in: 

Barbara Schuler (ed), Environmental and Climate Change in South and Southeast 
Asia; How are local cultures coping? (Leiden: Brill, 2014), chapter three, pp. 75-104. 

 
Upcoming publication: 

 

2. “Whose land, whose resources? Advocacy, conservation and resource 

management in two East Kalimantan resource frontier cities,” in: Silvia Vignato 

(ed.), Unimaginable communities: hidden forms of integration or disintegration in 
Southeast Asia (temptative title) (Chiang Mai: Silkworm), 27 p. 

 

In addition to the publications published during the duration of SEATIDE, Monika 

Arnez also plans a book entitled “Lifeline Mahakam: Transformation of culture 

and environment in transregional perspective.” 

 


