
The reciprocal perception of Europe and southeast asia in travel reports: the role 

of religion (together with Jürgen Sarnowsky) 

This project has been funded by the German Research Foundation (DFG; Funding 

SCheme: International Cooperation) from 2013-2016. At the project's core were two 

workshops in the school of cultural studies at the University of Gadjah Mada in 

Yogyakarta, Central Java in August 2013 and in Hamburg in November 2015. 

Immediately prior to the first workshop, there was a summer school program at 

the University of Gajah Mada offered in cooperation with Indonesian colleagues. 

The program familiarized students, including doctoral candidates, with 

historical methods and techniques and introduced workshop topics.  

The interdisciplinary workshop provided an opportunity to review possible 

scholarly cooperation within the framework of European-Southeast Asian 

relations. There was particular focus on the question of how travelers from 

Europe or Southeast Asia have perceived one another's cultures and religion and 

which explanatory approaches best suit each viewpoint. The workshop began with 

an analysis of the role played by religion in each culture's view of the other: What 

are the differences between the views of Catholic and Protestant travelers? What 

do they have in common? How does the (primarily) Islamic religion affect the views 

of travelers from insular Southeast Asia? The second workshop in Hamburg 

„Travelers’ reports and the reciprocal perception of Europe and insular Southeast 

Asia: Reports on Religion, Politics and Society since the 16th century“ continued the 

research on travelogues and the perception of religions. On this occasion, 

possibilites of future coopeartion and common projects were explored. Scholars 

from Universitas Gajah Mada, University of Cologne and Hamburg, both senior 

and young scholars, were invited. We plan several years of scholarly cooperation 

involving further conferences focusing on potential further joint research 

projects.  

Research outcomes are published in the book entitled „The role of religions in the 

european perception of insular and mainland southeast asia: travel accounts of 

the 16th to the 19th centuries“ (Cambridge Scholars Publishing, in Press). 

 

 

 


