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Special lecture
by Thai guest speaker

Content contributor: Silpsupa Jaengsawang

During the winter semester the Centre for the Study of
Manuscript Cultures (CSMC) organised a lecture series
entitled “Written Artefacts across World Regions:
Incommensurabilities and Comparisons” from 14
October to 16 December 2024.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Thaneerat Jatuthasri, a lecturer from Bangkok,
Thailand, was cordially invited by the CSMC to deliver a lecture on
“Investigating Thai Court Dance-Drama’s Manuscripts: Texts,
Paratexts, and Text-Performance Relation.” Assoc. Prof. Dr. Thaneerat
Jatuthasri, affiliated with the Department of Thai, Faculty of Arts,
Chulalongkorn University, teaches classical Thai literature and literary
performance. Her expertise deals with the Inao story, which has
reached Thailand from Java, in various fields, including literature,
manuscripts, and the performing arts, as well as the relationship
between Thai and other Southeast Asian Panji stories.

In her lecture she presented Thai manuscripts used for Lakhon Nai,
the Thai court dance-drama performance, and highlighted paratextual
elements that dealt with the contexts of royal Thai stage dances.
Methodologies and approaches from the study of manuscript cultures
were systematically applied to analyze the examined paratexts,
providing the audience with historical insight into how the
manuscripts played a significant role in the Thai court performance
setting and how the Thai court dance dramas were presented to the
audiences comprising royal family members.

The lecture garnered significant interest from the audience, who
participated both in person and online. Several questions and
comments spanned a wide range of academic fields, including history,
philology, religions and beliefs, performance arts, and manuscript
cultures. On behalf of the Department of Southeast Asian Studies, we
would like to express our gratitude to Assoc. Prof. Dr. Thaneerat
Jatuthasri for her precious talk that benefits students, researchers,
and teachers in advancing their academic contribution, thanks to the
rich knowledge she shared. o













