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Zakariya Pamuji Aminullah, a PhD candidate in the 

Austronesian Studies Department, has recently got his book 

about the text Javanese Udyogaparwa}awa Kuna (UdyJK) 

published by the National Library of the Republic of Indonesia 

(PNRI). 

Editing a critical edition based on the old-Javanese manuscript Br 

520 at the PNRI, he focused on the episode of Kar,:,opaniwada, 

conversations between Karr:,a and Kr�r:ia, and between Karr:,a and 

KuntT. UdyJK is adapted from a Sanskrit text, Udyogaparvan, a section 

from the great epic Mahabharata. 

The episode under study elevates loyalty above all other moral 

considerations. Karr:,a, the central figure of the story, is portrayed as a 

character fully aware of his divine origin and thus bound to act 

according to the perceived divine manners. His father, God Surya, and 

his mother, Goddese KuntT, warned him from fighting against his 

brothers, the Pa,:,<;lawas. Nonetheless, due to loyalty to his cousins, the 

Korawa, and his vision that a war between himself and one of his 

brothers must happen, he was involved in a war against Arjuna and 

thereby met with his demise. 

Commenting on the epic, Zakariya noted that heroism does not 

always manifest itself as strength and victory. Rather, it can also be 

seen as bravery to do what is right, although it is not popular nor 

widely acceptable. Karr:,a is depicted as a son who never disregards 

the merits of Radha and Adhiratha, the stepparents who raised him 

after his mother abandoned him shortly after his birth. 

Happy with the publication of this book, Zakariya reflected on his 

writing. He feels grateful that his work complements previous 

scholarly investigations on UdyJK. He recalls the idea of Plato's 

philology that a dialog should not only happen between texts and 

their editors but also between the editors themselves. Also, a 

philologist, in his opinion, should not always look for unedited 

manuscript texts for research to discover novelty, since one can 

always do a deeper study of text fragments having unique intrinsic 

values. 

Zakariya's book's full title is Antara Takdir, Sumpah, dan Kematian: 

Sebuah Kajian Fi/ologis untuk Memahami Percakapan Rahasia Kar,:,a­

KrJr:ia dan Kar,:,a-KuntT di da/am Udyogaparwa Jawa Kuna ('Between 

Destiny, oath-making and Death: A philological Study to get a better 

understanding about the private conversations between Karna-Kresna 

in the Old-Javanese Udyogaparwa). It is now freely accessible on the 

PNRl's website, https://press.perpusnas.go.id/. • 
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Title of the lecture (which will be held in German): 

Die ,,Topkapi-Vase": ein 

Meisterwerk vietnamesischer 
Kunst. 

There is no doubt that Vietnam has its own 
tradition of making blue and white porcelain. 
Despite its glorious past, this remained a mystery 
for a long time. Reasons are many: wars, 
occupations, disinterest, but also ignorance. The 
turning point was the rediscovery of the so-called 
"Topkapi Vase", a masterpiece of Vietnamese art. 
It has been discovered in the T opkapi Palace in 
Istanbul, and it represents the uniqueness of 
Vietnamese ceramic art in contrast to the rich 
Chinese Ming blue and white. 

This key object enables a stylistic analysis. In 
addition, its inscription makes dating possible and 
provides information about the place and name of 
the artist: Bui Thi Hy. This object provides insights 
into the status of women in 15th century 
Vietnamese society after the country gained back 
independence from Ming China. 

A lecture about 
the Topkapi Vase: 
A Masterpiece of 
Vietnamese art 

A ZOOM lecture by Quoc Trieu Nguyen SJ

In relation to the celebration of the T&t 
Festival 2025 (T&t At Ty), which already 
took place on January 29, 2025, the 
department of Vietnamese Studies and 
the HGV e.V. invite you to a ZOOM lecture. 

Webinar-ID: 674 4940 6316 

Passcode:12345678 

Time: 

Saturday, February 15, 2025,

4-6 p.m. CET

ZOOM address: 

httgs://uni-
hamburg.zoom.us/j/67 449406316? 
gwd=Uw K3OGtlrnR6KBKE8T g2Qn.. 
6L2 fWBF.uxY9C5kY0EY.UD14H 

About the speaker: 

Trieu Quoc Nguyen was born in Vietnam and 
came to Germany in 1987 at the age of 10, 
resettled alone from an Indonesian refugee camp. 
After graduating from high school in Oldenburg, 
he studied an MBA with a focus on tourism. He 
became a Jesuit in 2002 and has studied further: a 
BA in Philosophy from the University of Munich, a 
BA in Theology from Heythrop College, University 
of London and an MA in History of Arts and 
Archaeology of East Asia at SOAS, University of 
London. 

He currently works for Jesuitenweltweit in 
Nuremberg, an international Jesuit aid organization 
based in Germany, Austria and Switzerland with 
partner projects in Europe, Africa, Asia and Latin 
America, concerned with development and 
education, faith and justice, dialogue and peace .• 
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Recent publication 

from Southeast Asian 

studies 

Southeast Asia Library Group (SEALG) recently published 

its annual newsletter, featuring a diverse range of 

fascinating articles on topics such as digital libraries, 

Southeast Asian children's books, Malay manuscript 

studies and Thai book design. Our PhD Student, Syukri 

Rizki, contributed an article on the acquisition of 

Acehnese manuscripts during the Dutch occupation. 

Syukri argues that Aceh's strategic location fostered a 

rich manuscript tradition. During the 19th century Dutch 

occupation, manuscripts were acquired under the 

pretext of rescue, but also due to growing local interest. 

Today, conservation and digitization efforts ensure their 

preservation. 

Read Syukri's full article and explore SEALG's 2024 

newsletter here: 

http_s://sealg.hY.P.Otheses.org/files/2025/01/newsletter2 
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