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Indology and Tibetology M.A. 

Application Information 

Application period: 15 February - 31 March (winter term) and 1 December - 15 January (summer 
term) 

Semester start: October 1st (winter term) and April 1st (summer term) 

Language(s) of instruction: English 

 

Admission Requirements  

University Degree 
 
For profile Indology with focus on Sanskrit, Yoga Studies or Tamil Studies: 
 
A Bachelor's degree „Sprachen und Kulturen des Indischen Subkontinents und Tibet“ from the 
Universität Hamburg or a comparable Bachelor of a German or officially recognized international 
academic institution in one of the following subjects: 
 
Language and Culture of the Indian Subcontinent and Tibet (focus on Language, Literature, 
Religion, Philosophy or Language, Society), South Asian Studies, Indology, Asian Studies or an 
equivalent subject. Alternatively a first qualifying degree of a German or officially recognized 
international academic institution in a subject with a minimum of 50 credit points (ECTS) in 
courses or modules in South Asian Studies. 
 
For profile Tibetology: 
 
A Bachelor's degree „Sprachen und Kulturen des Indischen Subkontinents und Tibet“ from the 
Universität Hamburg or a comparable Bachelor of a German or officially recognized international 
academic institution in one of the following subjects: 
 
Language and Culture of the Indian Subcontinent and Tibet (focus on Language and Culture of 
Tibet), South Asian Studies (focus on Tibet), Tibetology or an equivalent subject. 
Alternatively a first qualifying degree of a German or officially recognized international academic 
institution with a minimum of 50 credit points (ECTS) in courses with a clearly Tibetological focus. 
 
If you have not received your degree certificate yet, you can submit this by the end of the first 
semester of your master’s program. Please see the “Documents to Submit” section below for 
details. 
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Additional Special Admission Requirements 
 
For profile Indology with focus on Sanskrit, Yoga Studies or Tamil Studies: 
 
Proof of Competence in Sanskrit or Tamil with a minimum of 20 credit points or proof of an 
equivalent language training. 
 
For profile Tibetology: 
 
Proof of competence in classical Tibetan with a minimum of 20 credit points or proof of an 
equivalent language training. 
In case no sufficient evidence for competence in Sanskrit, Tamil or classical Tibetan can be 
provided within the application period the candidate will have the possibility to undergo a 
placement test conducted by the Universität Hamburg (Department Culture and History of India 
and Tibet) prior to the beginning of the Master which has to be passed. 
 
Certificate of linguistic knowledge in English at Level B2 (GERS) 
 
For details of the legal basis for this regulation, please see the admission bylaws for your chosen 
degree program: www.uni-hamburg.de/zugang-master  

 

Recognition of Transcripts for Degree Programs Completed at Foreign Higher Education 
Institutions 

If you obtained your first degree abroad, your certificate will be reviewed during the application 
procedure in the faculty of your program. 
If your degree certificate is not in English or German, please include a copy of a certified English or 
German translation of the certificate with your application documents. 

 

Application 

Online Application 

You will need to complete the online application available on Universität Hamburg’s application 
portal during the application period: www.uni-hamburg.de/online-application  
Please create a user account, enter your information online, and submit your application online. 
You will then need to print your online application as a PDF document and submit it together with 
the following documents to the email address or contact indicated below. You do not need to 
submit paper documents. 

 

 

http://www.uni-hamburg.de/zugang-master
http://www.uni-hamburg.de/online-application
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Documents to Submit 

Please submit a PDF containing all documents by e-mail to: indologie@uni-hamburg.de. 
For documents not issued in English or German, an electronic copy of a certified English or 
German translation is required. 
 

• Printout of your online application 
 

• Degree certificate or provisional Transcript of Records 
If you are still studying when you apply and cannot yet provide a final certificatecontaining 
your grades, please submit your current Transcript of Records confirming your provisional 
grade point average. You will then need to submit your degree certificate by the end of the 
first semester of your master’s program. 
 

• Transcript(s) of Records (same as ‘Academic Transcript’ or ‘MarkSheet’). 
If the relevance for the selected profile of the area (or sub-area) in which you 
completed your first University degree is not evident from the certificate, please enclose 
further certification (e.g. Transcript of Records). 
 

• Higher school certificate 
 

• Curriculum Vitae 
 
 

• Letter of motivation 
 

• All applicants who received their secondary education outside of U.K., Ireland, USA, Canada 
(except Quebec), New Zealand, Australia and South Africa must provide an internationally 
recognized certificate of proficiency in English (equivalent to B2 level of the Common 
European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR), IELTS min. 6,5).(paper copy) 
 

• required additional language certificates (paper copy) 

 

Application Address 

indologie@uni-hamburg.de  

Please note that your application can only be considered if your complete application documents 
reach the application address by the application deadline. This deadline is final; no extensions can 
be granted. 
 
If you want to submit an additional special application (e.g., hardship application), you will need 

mailto:indologie@uni-hamburg.de
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to send this special application directly via the online application form together with the required 
proofs as an upload by the application deadline. For more information on special applications, 
please see www.uni-hamburg.de/sonderantrag  and www.uni-hamburg.de/info-master . 

 

Admission and Enrollment 

Once your application has been reviewed, an acceptance or rejection letter will be made available 
in your STiNE account under the Dokumente (Documents) tab. Please see the information at 
www.uni-hamburg.de/online-application . An enrollment deadline will be indicated in your 
acceptance letter - please submit the documents required for enrollment by this date. The 
enrollment process is an online process. Detailed information about the enrollment process is 
provided at www.uni-hamburg.de/masterenrollment . 

Contact 

If you have questions or require further information, please contact 
 
For Sanskrit: 
Prof. Dr. Harunaga Isaacson, harunagaisaacson@gmail.com  
 
For Tamil Studies: 
Prof. Dr. Eva Wilden, eva.wilden@uni-hamburg.de  
 
For Tibetology: 
Prof. Dr. Dorji Wangchuk, dorji.wangchuk@uni-hamburg.de  

             
         Last updated: January 2025 
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