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(University of California, Santa
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Muslims from Russia in the Ottoman
Empire, 1850s-1914
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Between the 1850s and World War |, about
a million Muslims from Russia’s moun-
tainous North Caucasus region fled to the
Ottoman Empire. The Ottoman government
welcomed Muslim refugees from Russia
and, in 1860, established the Refugee
Commission to handle refugee resettle-
ment. In the following decades, Circassians,
Chechens, Daghestanis, and other North
Caucasians established over a thousand new
villages throughout the Ottoman domains,
from Kosovo and Bulgaria in the west to
Jordan and Iraq in the east.

In his talk, Dr. Hamed-Troyansky will
examine what led to the mass displacement
of North Caucasian Muslims and the
emergence of the Ottoman refugee regime.
Refugee regimes are typically seen as
products of the contemporary international
order, dating back to the 1951 United
Nations Refugee Convention or, at the
earliest, the interwar League of Nations. In
contrast, Dr. Hamed-Troyansky argues that
the Ottomans constructed their own
refugee regime, which functioned similarly
to the ones we have today.
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Kurzbiografie
Vladimir Hamed-Troyansky is an Assistant

Professor of Global Studies at the University
of California, Santa Barbara. He specializes
in global migration and forced displacement
and Ottoman and modern Middle Eastern
history. He is currently preparing a book
manuscript on the resettlement of North
Caucasian refugees from Russia in the
Ottoman Levant, Anatolia, and Balkans prior
to World War I.

He received a PhD in History at Stanford
University and previously served as a faculty
member at Furman University and a
postdoctoral fellow at Columbia University.
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