ABSTRACT: This presentation aims to provide a com-
prehensive overview of sacred places (jiares) among
Kurdish Alevis in Dersim, focusing on a pilgrimage site
named Kemeré Duzgl. For centuries, Kurmanci and pre-
dominantly Kirmancki speaking Kurdish Alevi commu-
nities of the Dersim region have practised the Raa Hagi
belief system. My ethnographical studies indicate that,
even though the traditional socio-religious networks
have long collapsed, jiares have intriguingly sustained
the continuity of the religion by helping to maintain re-
ligious practices, discourses, ethno-politics and sym-
bols in everyday life. Kurdish Alevis keep believing in
Dersim as an ancestral sacred land and sustain new re-
ligious-political discourses by referring to mostly non-
human entities today, such as mountains, rivers, lakes,
forests, wild animals, etc. More specifically, jiares pro-
duce unique connections with mystical beings through
various forms of personal-religious experience, which
is now the dominant way of conceptualising Kurdish
Alevi ethnic identity.
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