
 

Abstract: In the late Ottoman period, the Orthodox Chris-

tian (Rum) communities of Cappadocia built numerous new 

churches in towns and villages. After the departure of the last 

Rums from Cappadocia on the background of the population 

exchange between Greece and Turkey, decided in Lausanne 

in 1923, these churches remained without congregations and 

were abandoned, converted into mosques, or turned into 

warehouses, factories, or even prisons. In the 2000s, a new 

touristic and memorial trend led to the restoration of some of 

these churches. 

In this presentation, I will follow the different steps expe-

rienced by these churches from their construction in the late 

Ottoman decades to their current situation to investigate to 

what extent the religious heritage of Cappadocian Rums is in-

tegrated – or not – into the cultural heritage of the Republic 

of Turkey today. For that purpose, I will analyze the role of dif-

ferent actors: national and local administrations, the Greek 

Patriarchate of Constantinople, NGOs, and locals who per-

sonally participate in the rescue of this religious heritage 

complex.
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