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Obituary
Peter Jaeckel (1914-1996)

Peter Jaeckel passed away on 13 September 1996. He worked from
1948 to 1969 at the Staatliche Milnz-sammlung in Munich. Most
Islamic numismatists will know him as the editor of one of the
most useful tools on Islamic numismatics: the life work of Eduard
von Zambaur, Die Miinzpragungen des [slams.

Jaeckel's name is connected with the attempt to revive Islamic
nurrtismatics after the Second World War in West Germa!lY. Once
Heinrich Niltzel had left the Berliner Mi.inzkabinett in 1924 (he had
already ceased publishing ten years previously), there was no
Islamic numismatist in Germany for many decades. No-one
replaced him as orientalist at Germany's largest oriental collection



in Berlin. The second largest German collection. in Jenaffhuringia.
the Grand-ducal Oriental Coin Cabinet. fell into oblivion. when the
Chair for Oriental Languages ceased in 1919.

After the Second World War. the collection of Frederic Soret
(1795-1865), fonnerly located in Jena and which was given back to

the grand-ducal house immediately before the outbreak of the war.
found its way into the Staatliche MLinzkabinett Munich. It was the
starting point for Peter Jaeckel to study Islamic numismatics. a
field totally new for him. Before that, he had studied classical
archaeology, art history and Latin in Berlin. In 1941. he submitted
his doctoral thesis on the weapons on the relier's of the Pergamene
sanctuary of Athena. After the war he became lecturer at the
School of Applied Art in Berlin-Weilknsee. located within the
SovIet sector. He moved in 1948 to Munich and devoted his time
to numismatic studies as a free-lance. In 1950 he secured a modest
position at the Staatliches Mi..inzsammlung, but before him lay an
enormous task: to reorganise the old holdings of oriental coins and
the huge incoming collectJon of Frederic Sorel. Jaeckel first had to
learn to decipher the Arabic script and to become acquainted with
islamIC history and topography. This he did. teaching himself. In
the field of Islamic numlsmatics he had no teacher or colleague in
Germany with whom to c.xchange information or ideas. In 1969 he
was promoted to DIrector of the Bavarian Army Museum in
lngolstadt. a position he held for ten years. Despite his new
~ctivities. he still managed to keep ::10 eye on the oriental world. He
was [he "discoverer" ot the famous "Turkish Booty" of 1683,
slumbering in a museum store in KassellHessen. He obtained this
on long-term loan for the displays in IngolstadL

When he left the Staatliches Munzkabinett in 1969. he
unfortunately had no successor in the oriental field. His move to
lngolstadt marked the end of the first attempt to re-institutionalise
Islamic numismatics in West Germany. Nevertheless. he tried his
best to revive it and tel case the way for new ~,chotars to come.
Lotil the early mneties. Peter Jaeckel caught at the Ludwig­
Maximilian C:niversity in Munich. where he found in the
Turkologist. Franz Babinger (1891- J 967). a heipfui fnend. Jaeckel
tned to bridge the gap between numismatics as a science in its own
right and Islamic smdies - but in vain. In a letter of 1988 he
commented: For (Jver {wenrl' years I have been teaching Islamic
numismatics at rne Instirwe for Turkish Studies and History of the
/Vear East but cia /Jot have a single swdent WIW Iza;, reaLl\' taken :I

serious interesr In the subject. He was one of those who favoured
the idea of a research unit for Islamic numismatics in Tubingen in
the late eighties and helped to pave the way for the revival of
Islamic numismatics in the nineties.

Despite his wide-spread interests, Peter Jaeckel never
published a great deal. There are only four short articles on Islamic
numismatics and a number of short activity reports in the MUnich
\/luseums Yearbook. Jaeckel's ability and interest were more
concerned with laying the foundation for future research. for
example in his custodial work on the oriental collection in Munich
or his efforts to conserve and present the collections of the
Bavarian Army Museum. and with drawing people's attention to
important object.;. This was the case with the "Turkish Booty" and
with the edition of Zambaur's Die AJiinzprdgungen des Islams.
This work was primed in 1942-3 hut never finished Dunng the
\..... ar and afterwards the printed sheets were stored in Vienna.
Jaeckel - as B. Spuler pointed out in his preface - succeeded in
convincing the German Research Foundation (DFG) and several
scholars to support the final publication of the book in 1968. Die
Mun;:prdgungen is the key [0 all relevant literature before 1939. It
is the most successful German contribution to numismatic
discussion in the field or oriental studies measured in terms of
reviews. Never before had a German numismatic publication been
so wide-spread or well recei ved.
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His manuscripts and lectures on Islamic numismatics are placed in
the ThLiringer Universitats- und Landesbibliothek by courtesy of
his niece. Mrs. Marianne Nienaber.
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